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CHAPTER Il._l
Old Love and New.

N BLL, hero I am,” announced

a tall, slender youth, entering |

the deserted salop n few min.

utes Inter with Nish at bis

side. “I'm bere at my country's call,
all right, but my confounded coontry
doesn't soem to be on band to meet
9’"'

S His gracefal walk was not wholly
/ ateady, and there was o flush on the

bandsome young fuce. The late ar ! pnq. ¢ ‘

rival was Prince Danllo of Marsovia,
aftache of the Marsovian legation at
Parls, As o diplomat he bhad scarcely
seored n success, for he had a delight-
fully normal aversion to work and a
simple, unfalling Joy In the amuse-
ments of Maxim's apd his clubs.

*“I'll hunt up his excellency at once,”

e ——

THE LATE ARRIVAL WAS PRINCE DANILO.

Fof a few minutes no sound wan
andible In the empty salon save the
distant swell and fall of dance muske,
punctunted by the slumbrous prince's
heavy breathing

Then Natalle burried ln with De
Jolidon. Both looked anxious,

“How careless of mel” the ambas-
sador's wife wis exclaiming, “Where
can 1 have dropped the miserable fan?
If my hisband should plek It up and
find on It those words you were foolish
spough to wrlto— 1 wonder If 1 left
it In the uiche on the stalrs when we
were sitting there, Let's go back and
mlil

They turned back, almost colliding
with Bonla, who was euntering, Oas-
| eadn directly bebind her.

“Oh, Mme, Badown,” asked Natalle,
“you haven't seen anything of a white
Ivory fan? T've looked overyw

“#No” replied the widow; “but Il

ook in this room If you baven't made
& thorough search herg already.”

Natalle, thanking ber, hurrled back
with ber cavaller to the stalrway.

Bonim idly began ber search, but Cas-
cada Inferoupted ber.

Nish was assuring the prince. "“Are—
are you quite in condition to see him,
if I may'"-—-

“"Oh, I'm all right enough,” yawned
Danllo, “only 1 forgot to go to bed last
night, 1 T could reel off a few yards
of sleep'’—

"Perhaps I could find you some place
to"—

“1'd prefer a desk, If you cam find
one. I nlways sleep best at my deak.
But 1 suppose' —

"here 8 a couch, sir, over In the
eorner behind the palms. How would
that do? You could get a nice nap
there, and Iu a little while I'd find his
excellency for you. But, sir, If 1 may
say 8o, why do you waste your life in
dissipntion when ;you might marry and
gettle down? Just think, now! Would
pot a dear llttle wifa and & home of
your own bo better worth while than
all your clubs? I leave it to you -

“You leave it to me?” retorted Da-
nllo. “Then I make It clubs.”

“But, if 1 may say 80"

“You may not"” Interrupted Danilo,
crossing to the couch and throwing
bimself at full length among its cush-
fons. “By by! 'If you're waking, eall
me early? "

He spread a handkerchief over his
face apd In & moment was sound

asloap, leaving Nish to tiptoe out in
search of Popoff.

“That can walt,” be pleaded, “but I
cannot. Won't yon hear me?”

“Certalnly,” assented Bonia cheerful-
ly. “You are going to propose, aren't
you?"'

“Ah, you read my secret!"

“It requived little cleverness, You
men are all alike."

“Hut no man ever before loved as 1
love!" protested Cascada, his volce un-
consclously rising in his emotion, *You
are all the world to me., Untll I met
you I never thought 1 conld”—

“Ring off!" grumbled Danllo in his
gleep, vaguely bothered by the loud
volee,

Bonla started.

“Some one I8 here!” she whispered,
pointing toward the hidden couch.

“You are mistaken,” contradlieted
Caseada, “and even It 1t were so I afy
willing for all the world to know how,
- |

A long, blisafnl, sonorous snore from
the couch. :

Sonia laughed, her eyes alight with
amusement,

“Suoring ‘and romance don't go well
together, marquis,” she observed, “and
a8 the snorlog doesn’t seemn lkely to
stop the romance must, You say you
are In love with me, and I know you

“NEVER! NEVER! NEVER!

rich, fred. 1 bave eVerythilng "
“Including love?’ he asked, his ayes
devouring ber fragile beauty. 3
“I don't belleve In love,” seoffed
Bonia. “All wen are alike. Dozens of
them are after my money and make
love to me because they can’'t get it
without me." :
“Men are not all fortune bunters”
he denled hotly, I for one”—
“8o they all sny. Each says ‘I love
youl' Each mesns my fortupe”
“They do? cried Danflo, In rgesat
the strong foslnuation. “Well, here's
oné that doesn't. 1 for one shall never
say to you, 'l love you! "
A strange smlle winle across her fuce

protegtea.

“Ob, no, I don't!
Goodby." 4

As the discomfited marquia made his
way wrathfully from the room Sonla
mischievously ecrept across fto the
couch, There lay the man, sound
asleep, his face wstill covered by the
handkerchlef, BSonia touched his balr.

“Scat!" roared Danllo, giving his

head a shake that let the handkerchief
fall from his face.
“Danilol” gasped the widow, starting
back. 3 !
At sound of his name the prince sab
up, daged and blinking, His wander-
Ing ayes fell on the woman, and, with
an exclamation of utter amazement, he
stumbled to his feet aui stood staring
ineredulously at her.

“Sonin!” he excluimed. “Sonla!”

Then, recovering himse}?, he bowed
stifly and sald:

“1 beg your pardon, madame."” |

“No; I beg yours' she replied.
“Pray go on snoring.”

“You don't remember me?' he asked,
surprised. |
“Not In the very least” she an-
swered, moving away.

“Yet you called my name."
“Youn were asleep then. That was
different.”

“And now i am awake—to the joy of'
seeing you agaln" |
“The joy Is all your own. Is it so

surprising to find me In Paris? 1 am

here enjoying my wenlth—and free-

dom!" |
“1 congratulate you on both, especial-

Iy the freedom.” |
“Yes, freedom is one of your fads, 1))
belleve,” remarked Bonla, “especlaliy!
freedom from marriage. Do you stili
make a habit of avolding marriage—||
at the lnst moment?' -

“Sonla, you are unjust, If It hd,l
rested with me you should be my wife
now, not another man's widow."

“It It rested with you?' she mim-
icked, “Well, let the whole story rest
now, It's forgotten,”

“By you, perhaps—never by me."
“Oh, no! I remember it every now
and then for my own amusement. But
It ls hard to think of myself as the
little Margovian pensant mald to whom
the dashing cavalry officer, Prince
Danllo, was once engaged and whdto
bis rich old uncle at the last moment
forbade to marry because of her pov-
erty, How differently that same rich |
old uncle would look on the mateh to:
day! Twenty milllona 18 a pretty
dowry.”

“At leaat It seems you dldn't break

Men are all allka

your beart over losing me,'" sneered
Dgnllo.

“No; my plebelan heart stood the
shock excellently, [ soon found con-
solatlon—an elderly husband who lived

just one week after the wedding and
left me all his wealth,"
“Yes; 1 henrd how your father forced

are In love with my fortune. Geed-
by."”
“You misjudge me eruelly)” Cascade

you hito the match, Next time you
oqn choose & husband to sult your
gelfr"

“Why should l.mprry agaln?

| never say to me, ‘T love you?"

[
I+ queried Sonla.

' Popoff drew Danllo aslde.

She came very cloee te whire he Stood:
g elose that the falnt perfume of her
haly wis sweet In Liis nostrils; so close
thnt her breath was warm upon his

lips; so close that his bewlldered soul
struggled in valn to lilde fram the glory
in her eyes, Her volce was a musical
whisper as she asked:

“You'll never say to me ‘I love you?'"

There was an infinity of allurement
in the tempting words, Danllo, with a
mighty effort, shook off the spell and
shouted:

“Never! Never! Neverl” -

“That's & comfort!” she sald coldly,
drawing away and seeking to veil her

keen disappointment. “But,” she added
more softly, “why not say It If you
really want to?"

“1 don't want to!" he declared sulki-
ly

“And you promise faithfully you'll

Aguain she was perilously close to
hm. Aguin his eyes tore themselves
free from the pleading seduetiveness of
bers as he relterated:

“] promise! I'm not golog to make &
fool of myself or be made & fool of."

“Is that a declaration of war?"

“No—of friendship. Do you mean
to say If I asked you to be my wife
you would merely laugh at me?’

“Probably. All men are alike."

“They are not; and in time I'll prove
it to you."

Before she could answer the ambas-
gador and several of the guests came
into the room. At first opportunity

“Prince,” sald he Impressively, “yoo
have now been attached to this lege-
tion nearly four months and"—

*Few of my attachments last =0
long,” observed Danilo.

“You refer to your love affairs? I
bave heard of them. They have
brought you to the brink of ruin. You
are almost pennlless. Here Is my plan
to save you, also to give you & chanes
to save your counfry from bankruptey.
1 want you to marry.”

“To what?* cried Danllo,

“T'o marry—hbeautiful woman, my boy
~twanty millions—Mme. Sonla Badowa!
Hey?"

“Never!" returned Danllo, angrily, as
he rose to end the interview.

“Then a Frenchman will marry ber,
and her fortune and our country will
be rulned.”

“1 won't marry her,” repeated Danllo,
“and she won't marry me. But for my

country's sake I'll keep any French-
man from marrying her.”

“But how?"

“You shall seel!”

FAT FOLKS
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invested in a bottle of these wonderful, harmless fat reducing
in 30 days you will be a normal, well-formed person again.

sround your ugly bulk, your ungainly superflous flesh. It
miserable, ridiculous and what is mor important, it subjects
consequences. Sudden death from fatty Degeneration, H
ney Tiouble, Apoplexy and Musular Rheumatism—all
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Thousands of Testimonials From Grate-
ful Persons Prove This

YOUR MONEY BACK IF IT FAILS
“ANTi-CORPU" is absolutely the greatest discovery im medicine
reducing FAT. It is made in the of &« little
VEGETABLE matter and is easy and pleasant to
by every reputable Physician and College of Medicine.
66 A ANTI-CORPU" is absolutely barmless. The formula
this preparation is on file in the Bureau of Chemistry
ton, which is proof that it is PURE and HARMLESS.
66 A YTI-CORPU” reduces FAT from 3 to'5 pounds a week. It reduces
Double chin, Fat hips and flabby cheeks. No wrinkles result from
this reuuction, for it makes the skin :lose fitting and smooth.
66 A NTI-CORPU" strengthens WEAK HEART, cures PALPITATION,
SHORT BREATH and acts like magic in MUSCULAR RHEU-

MATISM and GOUT. i

. per bottle. Money back if it don't do all we
Price slooomumwh-mhqh.mun
this advertisement and mske him get it for you, or you can send for it
DIRECT ‘to us. We pay postage and send in plain wrapper.
FRE 30 DAYS' TREATMENT IN EVERY BOTTLE

We will send you a sample of this wonderful fat

remedy on receipt of 10 cents to pay for postage and
ing. The sam_le itself may be sufficient to reduce the desired
Mention this paper. Desk 22, ESTHETIC CHEMI co, 31
125th Street, Naw York, N. Y. T
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(To be continued)

Unfermented Grape Juice
absolutely non-alcoholic
Concord............5oc guart
Catawba

AMERICAN IMPORTING CO.

589 Commercial Street

Fisher Brothers Company

SOLE AGENTS
Barbour and Finlavson Salmon Twins and Netting
McCormick Harvesting Machines
Oliver Chilled Ploughs
Malthoid Roofing
Sharples Cream Separators

~ Raecolith Flooring
Hardware, Groceries, Ship

Stoiett’s Tools

Chandlery

Tan" Bark, Blue Stone, Muriatic Acid, Welch Coal, Tar,
Ash Qars, Oak Lumber, Pipe and Fittings, Brass
Goods, Paints, Qils and Glass
Fishex.zen's Pure Manilla Rope, Cotton Twine and Seine Web

We Want Your Trade

FISHER BROS.

BOND STREET

ASTORIA, OREGON

10N AND BRASS FOUNDERS LAND AND MARINE ENCINEERS

Up-to-Date Sawmill Machinery.

Prompt attention gim | all ik
18th and Franklin Ave . T Hﬁ“ﬂ

SCOF BAY BRASS & IRON WOBKS




